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Gophers Popping Up At
Racetracks
An increasing concern among the
drivers in the American Sim Racing
Series the increasing population of

gophers at series race tracks. As
many as six gopher spotting each
weekend have left drivers and track
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are upset about the damage being
done to the infield grass, we are more
concerned with the fact that these
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vehicles. If we can just get them to
buy tickets and help fill the seats then
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lowa Gains Truck Race for 2009
The 2009 ASRS Camping World Truck
Series Schedule toakn a different
look over the offseason as it was
announced that the May Zlevent at
Mansfield Motorsports Park has been
canceled. Mansfield moves to
November 5/, replacing South Boston
Speedway as the ?Stop on the
schedule. lowa Speedway joingth
schedule for 2009 with an event on
September . now the second race
of the 2008 Chase for the

Championship. Meanwhile, Bristol

Motor Speedway loses its distinction
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becoming the 15 and final event of
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The 7/8" mile lowa Speedway has
played host to several ASRS Outlaw
Paintshop All American Series, ASRS
BozPC National Series and Late Model
Series events since 2007. With the
addition of the ASRS Camping Truck
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Seifes in 2009, lowa will add another
exciting event to its offering.
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After a wild and crazy finish to the
NextERA Energy Resources 125 at
Daytona, the ASRS Camping World
Trucks packed up and headed west to
the Auto Club Speedway. While the
2009 season is one of change for the
Truck racers, a new title sponsor, two
new venue on thescheduleand a
brand new Virtual Money System
have all marked differences from last
season. Perhaps the biggest change is
the diversity among manufacturers,
there are now nearly as many Toyota
teams as there are Chevrolet teams in
a series that wa predominately
Chevrolet since its inception in 2005.
New faces mark the landscape of the
Truck Series, drivers like Justin
McLeod, Jeff Lyden, Timmy Johnston,
Mike McClure and Bud Watson are
among drivers with plans to run the
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With all the change surrounding the
Trucks, one thing has remained
consistent. The two drivers who over
the offseason were thought to be
favorites to win the title are at the top
of the standings after Auto Club. Both
Jim Foose, the 2006, 2007, and 2008
Camping World Truck Champion and
Jake Morris have scored wins in 2009.
Foose at Daytona, Morris at Auto
Club. Morris leads Foose by 15 points
following his win at Auto Club.

With the addition of the Virtual

Money System in 2009, several
changes haveccurred and those
changes have been good for the
overall health of the series. First, it
has ensured commitment to the Truck
Series by the team owners through
the registration process. While the
registration can be tedious, it ensures
everyone is fully committe to the
series. Second, the Virtual Money
System has made the racing more
exciting, since the payoff falls off after

the top 10. Driver finishing 12th and
beyond at Auto Club actually lost
money in their team accounts. This
works to ensure no drivers are
entering races with the intention of
parking shortly after the green flag
and pocketing a large sum of virtual
money. Instead, drivers must race for
every position and every dollar they
can earn at each race. It also
promotes patience, as a bad finish can
result in a loss of position and money
paid for that position. Lastly, the
Virtual Money System adds Owner
Standings and Manufacturer
Championship Standings to the fold,
giving drivers more to aim for than
just a driving championship. All of this
has closd the gap in the field and
brought tougher competition to the
racetrack each time the trucks hit the
track.




MARCH COMES IN LIKER LION FOR TRUCKS

OUTLOOK
The ASRS Camping World Truck Series
kicks off the month of March at the
1.54 mile Atlanta Motor Speedway
and will conclude the month of March
at the .526 Martinsville Speedway
bullring.

The trucks go from one of the fastest
tracks to the slowest track on the
2009 schedule. From the higfanked

sweeping corners at Atlanta to the
nearly flat tight corners in Martinsville
the Month of March proves to be one
of the most challenging months on
the schedule.

New for 2009, the Atlanta event
moves from late October to early
March after some off season
realignments to the event schedule.
As part of the move, Mesa Marin
Raceway in Bakersfield, California
loses its annual visit from the trucks
asthe Atlanta fall date has moved to
August and Chicagoland Speedway.

The list of past winners at the Atlanta
Motor Speedway includes 2005 series

champ Josh Hahn, Andy Warren, Wes
Johnston and Nicholas TetWarren,
Johnston and Teto are all scheduled
to be in attendance, while Hahn has
been retired since 2007.

In the Driver’s Seat with Jim Foose: ATLANTA
[

Eastbound and down, loaded up
and truckin'. That's theame of
the game when it comes to
Atlanta Motor Speedway. That
song continues to say the boys are
thirsty in Atlanta. | don't know
about thirsty, but | am hungry
when it comes to Atlanta Motor
Speedway. The 1.54 mile quad
oval has tricked me more than it
has treated me over the years.
While I have four top 5 finishes,
with a best of third (twice), this is
a track | should have and would
have won on each time we have
visited had it not been for
circumstances out of my control.
The first time we came here in
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2005, | was running 2nd to Josh
Hahn and just trying to hold on to
the points lead for as long as |
could. When it became evident
that | needed some help, | lost
control of my truck and brought
out a caution. | ended up falling
from 2nd in the running ordeto
3rd at the checkered flag.
Definitely not one of my proud
moments.

In 2006, we appeared to be on
track to score a win, but it never
materialized. Instead | brought the
truck home fourth.

The real kicker was 2007, leading a
total of 40 laps | was ithe lead

with seven to go when | was spun
by Josh Berry exiting turn 2. |
battled back to a 3rd place finish

as others crashed, but | felt as if |
should have won the race., and
would have won the race had it

not been for Josh spinning me.

Last year, | as a contender until |
was collected in someone else's
mess. It's ironic that the very same
driver had crashed other drivers
on other occasions and seemed to
be a weapon on the racetrack for
the entire race. Thankfully, we
wound up 5th, my worst showing.
But the best news he will not be in
this race this year!

On another note, Atlanta is the
only SMI owned 1.5 mile track | do
not have a win at, of the three
similar layout tracks | have won at
Lowe's once and Texas three
times. While no track owes me
anything, | feel as if this track is
one that | could really contend for
the win at.

Jim is a thre¢ime ASRS Camping
World Truck Series Champion.



